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TASTE OF KAKADU FESTIVAL

 SUPPORTING WOMEN IN LEADERSHIP
A number of representatives 

from West Arnhem Land 
attended the 2021 Strong 
Women for Healthy Country 
forum hosted by Mimal 
Land Management, Jawoyn 
Association and Banatjarl 
Strongbala Wimun Group in 
May.

First held in 2019 after 
women across the NT asked 
for a space to share stories, the 
now yearly forum is intended 
as a meeting place for women 
who are bound together 
in journeys of healing, 
caring for Country and self-
determination. 

The focus areas of the 
2021 forum, which was 
held on Jawoyn Country, 
were communication and 
governance.

Over 280 women, Aboriginal 
and non-Aboriginal alike, 
were able to come together for 
this 5 day forum, including 
women living in Maningrida, 
Gunbalanya and Jabiru 
communities. 

The forum provided 
excellent networking 
opportunities as well as a 
space for emerging leaders 
to hear from strong female 
leaders from across the 
Northern Territory. 

Yarning circles focusing 
on cultural governance 
enabled participants from 
Maningrida and Gunbalanya 
to learn about governance 
structures that exist in other 
Aboriginal communities and 
how this could be shaped for 
Maningrida and Gunbalanya.

Other yarning circles spoke 

about how to care for Country 
and how caring for Country 
ties into caring for one’s self 
and one’s family. 

A special component of the 
event is the Gundung Mural 
which was created during 
the first Strong Women for 
Healthy Country forum in 
2019. 

The mural is made up of five 
panels of canvas; representing 
night, fire, sun, earth and 
water. Members of the Mimal 
community generously 
donated the Dreaming Story 
of the Gundung. The 2021 
forum saw message sticks 
created and painted to explain 
how leadership is carried 
from woman to woman.

It was a pleasure hearing 
from Minister Selina Uibo, 
who was able to speak about 
how her portfolio supports 
female rangers in the NT 
and the importance of local 
decision making across the 
Territory. 

“Painted to 
explain how 
leadership is 
carried from 

woman to 
woman.."

Continues, Page 9 >>

The Gundung Mural was created during the first Strong Women for Healthy Country forum in 2019. The mural 
is made up of five panels of canvas; representing night, fire, sun, earth and water. Members of the Mimal 
community generously donated the Dreaming Story of the Gundung.
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The West Arnhem Wire acknowledges 
the traditional owners of country and their 
continuing connection to land, waters and 
community. We pay our respects to them and 
their cultures, and to elders, past, present and 
future. 

The Wire is the only regular source of news 
and information in the Kakadu and West 
Arnhem Land region. More than 700 copies 
are distributed fortnightly to Jabiru, Warruwi, 
Minjilang, Maningrida and Gunbalanya. 

Our electronic edition goes out to more than 
500 individual email addresses across West 
Arnhem Land and the Top End.

The Wire accepts advertising from businesses 
and government organisations. Placement of 
ads is subject to editorial and Council policy. 

Our competitive rates start from as little as 
$65 (including GST). Call 08 8979 9465 
today or email wire@westarnhem.nt.gov.au 
to discuss how we can help you spread your 
messages around West Arnhem Land. 

ADVERTISING DEADLINES
Bookings: 5pm Monday prior to publication

Artwork: 5pm Tuesday prior to publication

The Wire is published fortnightly on Fridays.

The Wire is published by West Arnhem 
Regional Council. The views expressed here 
do not necessarily reflect those held by the 
Council or Councillors.

West Arnhem Regional Council 
PO Box 721 
JABIRU NT 0886

www.westarnhem.nt.gov.au

Call (08) 8979 9465 or email  
wire@westarnhem.nt.gov.au
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Maningrida Radio  106.1FM

Minjilang Radio  106.1FM

Gunbalanya Radio  106.1FM

Warruwi Radio   106.1FM

TUNE INTO  
TEABBA RADIO 

PUTTING COMMUNITY SAFETY FIRST

Nominations are now open for the 
2021 Northern Territory Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander Health Worker and 
Practitioner Excellence Awards.

These awards acknowledge the 
outstanding contribution made by the 
highly-valued Aboriginal Health Worker 
and Aboriginal Health Practitioner 
workforces over the last year.

They play a vital role in the delivery of 
health services across the NT to Aboriginal 
clients in urban, regional and remote  
areas, and are often the first point of 
contact for people seeking health services.

All Aboriginal Health Workers 
and Aboriginal Health Practitioners 
employed across the Territory are eligible 
for nomination.

NT Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
students studying qualifications from the 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

Primary Health Care Training Package 
are eligible for nomination in the Student 
Award category.

The awards are held in partnership 
with the Australian Government 
Department of Health, Rotary Club of 
Darwin Sunrise, United Workers Union, 
Aboriginal Medical Services Alliance 
Northern Territory (AMSANT) and the 
National Association of Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander Health Workers  
and Practitioners (NAATSIHWP).

Nominations for the awards can be 
submitted at https://health.nt.gov.au/
professionals/aboriginal-and-torres-
strait-islander-health, or contact 
Aboriginal Workforce Development on 
(08) 89227 278.

Entries for nominations close on 11 
July, with awards to be presented in 
September.

ABORIGINAL HEALTH WORKERS AWARDS NOW OPEN

2021-22 REGIONAL PLAN & BUDGET
West Arnhem Regional Council 

adopted the 2021-22 Regional Plan 
and Budget at the Ordinary Council 
Meeting on Wednesday, 9 June 2021.

This is a significant document for 
West Arnhem Regional Council and 
the communities it serves including 
Maningrida, Minjilang, Warruwi, 
Gunbalanya and Jabiru.

The Regional Plan sets out Council's 
organisational vision, purpose and 
values, our strategic priorities and 
budget over the next 12 months. 

This includes: information 
about the Council and Elected 
Members, performance 
objectives, service delivery  
plans, cooperative arrangements, the 
budget, rates declaration and long 
term financial plan discussion and 
more.

Pictured are 
staff members of 
the Gunbalanya 
Community Safety 
team. 

They play an important 
role in the community, 
protecting Gunbalanya 
residents including the 
most vulnerable people. 

The Community 
Safety team work after 
hours patrolling around 
the community and 
also liaise closely with 
Traditional Owners, 
Elders and service 
providers.Marcus Thompson, Rolston Manakgu and Ishmael Wurramara – 

Community Safety Assistants in Gunbalanya.
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CELBRATING LOCAL CULTURE AND HERITAGE
National Reconciliation Week, which 

wrapped up on Thursday, 3 June, is an 
important opportunity for all Australians 
to recognise and celebrate Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander culture and heritage.

Here in West Arnhem, we live 
in a culturally significant region, 
encompassing Kakadu and West Arnhem 
communities and homelands, and more 
than two thirds of our population identify 
as Aboriginal Australians and Torres 
Strait Islander peoples.

West Arnhem Regional Council wishes 
to thank everyone who took part in 
and supported the Reconciliation Week 
activities. 

“Took part in and 
supported the 

Reconciliation Week 
activities.."

Works on the Jabiru Hybrid 
Renewable Project will get 
underway from 15 June, 
starting with site clearing 
and preparation for the 
construction of the new 
power station and solar farm.

The project developer 
and power station owner/
operator EDL has engaged 
the Djurrubu Rangers to 
help spot, catch and safely 
relocate local wildlife 
before land clearing begins. 
Clearing works will include 
earthmoving activities 
and controlled burning, 
which will be planned and 
monitored for safety.

Once the site is prepared, 
EDL will start transporting 
construction materials to site.

Funded by the Northern 
Territory Government, the 

Jabiru Hybrid Renewable 
Project will integrate solar 
and diesel generation with a 
battery, and provide Jabiru 

with reliable energy that is 
at least 50% from renewable 
sources over the long term.

The diesel power station 

will be completed by the end 
of 2021, and the solar farm 
and battery will come online 
in early 2022.

CONSTRUCTION OF NEW JABIRU POWER STATION KICKS OFF

An artist impression of the Jabiru Hybrid Renewable Project.



 

West Arnhem Wire - Fortnightly news in brief from Jabiru, Gunbalanya, Maningrida, Warruwi and Minjilang

4

The West Arnhem Wire | 29 May - 11 June 2021

WHAT’S ON

WEEKLY 
Monday 
Xango Capoeira: Jabiru Pool Gym, 5pm 
Fire Station Training: Jabiru Fire Station, 6pm
  

Tuesdays  
Jabiru Playgroup: Jabiru Court House or Lake, 9:30am 
Jabiru Bombers football training: Brockman Oval, 5pm 
Jabiru Firey’s Fitness Training: Magela Oval, 5:30pm 
Aqua Fitness: Jabiru Swimming Pool, 6.15pm 
Jabiru Art & Craft Group: private residence (enquire 
directly) 7.30pm 

Wednesdays  
Skins Golf: Jabiru Golf Club, 4.45pm  
Underwater Hockey: Jabiru Pool, 5pm  
Social Soccer: Magela Oval, 6pm 

Thursdays  
Story Time: Jabiru Library, 10.30am  
Jabiru Bombers Football training: Brockman Oval, 5pm 
Jabiru Firey’s Fitness Training: Magela Oval, 5.30pm 
Aqua Fitness: Jabiru Swimming Pool, 6.15pm 
Jackpot Joker Draw, Jabiru Golf Club 7.30pm

Fridays 
Jabiru Golf Club raffles & Members Draw, 7pm
Pool competition: Jabiru Golf Club, 7pm

Sundays
Jabiru Firey’s Fitness Training 5.30pm

NAIDOC Week activities and events will take 
place between 4 - 11 July. Please check your 
local noticeboards for information.

If you have an upcoming event you would like to see 
listed in this space please phone the Wire on 8979 
9465 or email wire@westarnhem.nt.gov.au.

JUNE
14 - 18 Minjilang Music Video Project

JULY
Thur 1 Territory Day
4 - 11 NAIDOC Week 
Wed 14 WARC Ordinary Council Meeting, Jabiru 
Thur 15 WARC Local Authority Meeting, Minjilang 
Thur 22 WARC Local Authority Meeting, Warruwi

The 2021 Local Government Election 
will be held on Saturday, 28 August 2021.

Early voting will take place from 16 
August 2021 to 27 August 2021.

To promote voting in the upcoming 
election, West Arnhem Regional Council 
have put together some short films which 
include important information dates for 
local residents.

To get more information about the 
elections, including links to frequently 
asked questions, information about how 
to nominate to become a Councillor, and 
quick tips on how to vote, please visit the 
Northern Territory Electoral Commission 
website. 

Or to check you are on the electoral roll, 
visit your local Council Office.

EARLY VOTING IN LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTION

The Northern Territory is famous for its 
Territory Day celebrations, and the theme 
for this year is ‘Home’.

The safe, vibrant and welcoming 
Northern Territory has become a haven 
not only for those who already live here 
and returning Territorians, but also for 
those who looked north, saw something 
better, and decided to call the Territory 
home.

Four signature and 17 community events 
– all complete with fireworks – will take 
place across the Territory, uniting us as we 
celebrate everything we love about this 
unique place we call home.

Appealing to both Territorians and 
visitors, the four signature events will 
include a special Welcome to Country, 
to drive home the Territory’s proud 
Aboriginal heritage.

Territory Day events in West Arnhem 
communities will take place in Maningrida  
with a professional firework display, 
games for the kids and a barbecue. There 
will also be an event in Jabiru at the Jabiru 
Lake with a barbecue and music for all to 
enjoy.

The Katherine and Tennant Creek events 
will have a ‘homegrown’ focus, with an 
exciting array of local musicians given the 
opportunity to perform.

Family friendly events across this vast 
land, from Groote Eylandt to Yulara, will 
help regional and remote communities 

celebrate what they love about home.
To find out more about Territory Day, 

visit www.territoryday.nt.gov.au

TERRITORY DAY EVENTS
- Maningrida: Thursday, 1 July from 6pm 
to 8pm at the Cricket Oval

- Jabiru: Thursday, 1 July from 6pm at the 
Jabiru Lake

TERRITORY DAY CELEBRATIONS

The Territory Day festivities in Maningrida in 
2019.
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Election Notice

Authorised by Iain Loganathan, Northern Territory Electoral Commission. 80 Mitchell Street Darwin NT 0800

1800 698 683 facebook/NTElectoralCommission

NTEC@nt.gov.au @NTElecComm

2021 Local Government Elections
Timetable

1022Local Government Elections

Saturday, 28 August

Date Time Action

Friday 16 July   Nominations open
Tuesday 27 July  5:00 pm  Electoral roll closes
Thursday 5 August  12:00 noon  Nominations close
Monday 9 August   Postal vote mail-out
  commences
Monday 16 August  8:00 am  Early voting commences
  Mobile voting commences
Friday 27 August  6:00 pm  Early voting ceases

Saturday 28 August  Election day
 

Election Notice

Authorised by Iain Loganathan, Northern Territory Electoral Commission. 80 Mitchell Street Darwin NT 0800

1800 698 683 facebook/NTElectoralCommission

NTEC@nt.gov.au @NTElecComm

2021 
Local Government  

Elections
Check your enrolment online at
www.ntec.nt.gov.au/enrolment,
or go to your local council office

Are you 
correctly 
enrolled?

1022Local Government Elections

Saturday, 28 August

TASTE OF KAKADU FESTIVAL RETURNS TO JABIRU
The Taste of Kakadu festival 

enjoyed a stunning return 
in May, after the festival 
was cancelled in 2020 due to 
COVID-19.

This year’s festival was held 
over three days and delivered a 
spectacular showcase of Kakadu 
culture, Country and cuisine. At 
the heart of the festival program 
were events hosted by Bininj/
Mungguy who shared their 
skills and knowledge with 
visitors who were keen to learn 
more about Aboriginal culture 
and connection to Country.

Events included a ground 
oven cook-up, cooking 
demonstrations, hands-on 
activities including weaving, 
spear making and painting, 

and ranger-guided tours of 
Mamukala and Burrungkuy. 
The festival was incredibly 
popular with visitors and locals 
alike, with almost every single 
event booked out.

The successful return of 
Taste of Kakadu is a positive 
step and Kakadu National 
Park is looking forward to 
working with the community to 
commence planning for Taste of 
Kakadu 2022.

"Learn more 
about Aboriginal 

culture and 
connection to 

country.."

(Above) Freddy Hunter at Taste of Kakadu. Photo credit: Parks Australia.

(Below) Patsy at Taste of Kakadu and 
(below right) arts were popular at 
Taste of Kakadu. Photo credits: Parks 
Australia.
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NAIDOC WeekWhen creating ‘Care for Country’ I kept in mind that this meant spiritually, 
physically, emotionally, socially and culturally – I chose to create a bright 
and vibrant artwork that included the different colours of the land but 
showed how they come together in our beautiful country and to make 
people feel hopeful for the future. I’ve included communities/people, 
animals and bush medicines spread over different landscapes of red dirt, 
green grass, bush land and coastal areas to tell the story of the many 
ways country can and has healed us throughout our lives and journeys.

Artwork: Care For Country  by Maggie-Jean Douglas (Gubbi Gubbi)

facebook.com/NAIDOC @naidocweek @naidocweek #NAIDOC2021  #HealCountry

4-11 JULY 2021
Acknowledging the 50th Anniversary of the Aboriginal Flag. Reproduced with kind 
permission and copyright of Harold Thomas. Torres Strait Islander flag reproduced by kind 
permission of the Torres Strait Island Regional Council. Designed by Mr Bernard Namok.

West Arnhem Regional Council has made 
some important upgrades to the Gunbalanya 
Community Care Centre building to modernise 
and strengthen the facility’s infrastructure.

Workers commenced reroofing the large 
building in May as part of the first stage of the 
upgrades.

The second stage of works at the Community 
Care Centre include full upgrades of the 
electricity to enable a bigger power output for 
the building and laundry facility. Extending 
into the future, Council hope to continue the 
upgrades within the internal areas of the facility.

The Community Care team wish to thank 
everyone involved in carrying out the works 
including accommodating the staff so they 
could continue to provide care services to clients 
during the renovations. 

WORKS AT GUNBALANYA COMMUNITY CARE

JABIRU CAREERS EXPO
Students had a fantastic time exploring a 

wide range of job opportunities available to 
the Jabiru community at the Jabiru Area School 
careers expo. Students were able to find out 
about tertiary learning and careers from the 
stallholders CDU, NLC, Djurrubu, ADF and 
Norforce, West Arnhem Regional Council and 
NT Police.

The secondary school students even had 
online learning snippets from GTNT and NTG. 
A massive thank you to all the stall holders and 
their personnel who attended. Your efforts made 
the afternoon a success.
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More information: www.ntec.nt.gov.au

LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
ELECTION 2021

Voting in Jabiru, Gunbalanya, Maningrida, Warruwi & Minjilang will be held: 
23 - 26 August 2021

Dates for all other West Arnhem communities & polling stations will be released shortly

West Arnhem Regional 
Council is continuing 
upgrades along Bagshaw 
Road in Maningrida as part 
of the Roads to Recovery 
drainage works upgrade. 

These works include 
establishing concrete curbing 
and driveways which will 
provide all year round access 
to residential lots.

Earthworks and concreting 
are now complete with spray 
sealing to continue next 
week. 

The project will be 
completed by 30 June, 2021.

West Arnhem Regional 
Council (WARC) is making 
great progress on the new 
Warruwi ablution block which 
is being constructed near the 
playground.

Funded by the Warruwi 
Local Authority, the ablution 
block is also set to feature an 
incredible mural which has 
been commissioned by Larrakia 
artist Shaun Lee, and this will 
be done when the construction 
is finished.

The building itself will feature 
a men’s, ladies and disabled 
toilet facilities and is situated 
in a centralised part of the 
community for public use.

Greenspace, the contractor 
carrying out the works, 
anticipate the structure will be 
completed by late July.

CONSTRUCTION OF NEW ABLUTION BLOCK

Proudly supported by 

WARRUWI
LOCAL AUTHORITY

ROADS TO RECOVERY DRAINAGE WORKS UPGRADE 
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NEW EQUIPMENT FOR 
COUNCIL WORKS CREW

West Arnhem Regional 
Council recently purchased 
new all-terrain vehicles which 
you might see in Jabiru, 
Gunbalanya, Minjilang, 
Warruwi and eventually 
Maningrida.

These new multi-purpose 
buggies will assist the works 
crews in each community 
with parks and gardens 
management and day to-
day-duties including weed 
spraying and rubbish 
collection. 

To ensure safe operations, 
a number of WARC staff 
recently completed the 
‘ranger ready’ training which 

involved ATV operations and 
safety training, and further in-
house training will be carried 
out.

Each buggy is fitted with 
a 250-litre spray unit, which 
sits in the back with a 3 metre 
spray boom, as well as racks 
to carry work tools, brush-
cutters and other tools.

With Council maintaining 
the remote community 
airstrips, the buggies are also 
extremely useful to carry out 
tasks as part of the reporting 
requirements.

The vehicles were purchased 
through Council’s capital 
reserve.

Works Officer Paul Stevens and Senior Works Kevin Voisey with the 
new ATVs.

NEW AUSTRALIAN CITIZENS

Congratulations to Thilina, Allan and Annelise, who are the 
newest Australian citizens in West Arnhem! 

They made the special pledge in Jabiru recently alongside 
Deputy Mayor Elizabeth Williams at a special ceremony 
alongside family and friends.

 

6pm – 8pm  |  Jabiru Lake  

Professional fireworks display from 7pm 
BBQ, Music and Kids Activities   

 
 
 

Do not bring your own fireworks 
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Passionate about your community?
Someone who likes to get things done?
A good listener?
Eager to learn and participate?
Wanting a rewarding challenge?

A completed nomination form;
A photo that meets the guidelines; and
The names of three local people (nominators) who
support your nomination.

Becoming an elected member of a Local
Government council is a great way to
influence the direction of your
community.

Are you:

If yes, why not nominate for council?

The first step to getting elected to your Local Council
is nominating for a position.

Visit: https://bit.ly/3eHWRBw to learn more about who
is eligible to nominate and who is not.

To nominate for Council, you need to provide:

The details of the nomination process are available
here: https://bit.ly/3sZDRDB

People from diverse backgrounds are encouraged to
nominate. Councils are most effective when they
reflect the diversity of their communities.

Nominations for Council elections open Friday 16 July
2021 and close 12 noon (CST) Thursday 5 August 2021

- 2021 -

Saturday 28 August 

Members of the Ripple Effect 
Band, Department of Chief 
Minister & Cabinet and West 
Arnhem Regional Council were 
proudly able to represent the 
West Arnhem local government 
area of the Territory. 

West Arnhem Regional 
Council would like to thank the 
Department of Chief Minister 
& Cabinet for their assistance in 
providing equipment, transport 
and support during the week.

West Arnhem Regional Council 
would also like to extend thanks 
to Mimal Land Management, 
Jawoyn Association and Banatjarl 
Strongbala Wimun Group for all 
of their efforts leading up to the 
event, their hard work during 
the week and their ongoing 
perseverance in supporting 
women in leadership. 

If you, your workplace or 
community group are interested 
in attending this forum in the 
future, check out Mimal Land 
Management’s website and 
their Strong Women for Healthy 
Country page. 

PLATFORM FOR STRONG WOMEN AND COUNTRY
<< From Front Page 
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SPORT

SoundED is visiting 
Gunbalanya, Minjilang and 
Warruwi this month to create 
new music videos with bands, 
community members and 
young people.

Following on from the great 
music projects produced in 
Minjilang and Warruwi last 
year, SoundED are looking 
forward to hearing some new 
stories and reconnecting with 

people in these communities. 
SoundED are looking for 
singers, rappers, dancers, 
musicians and story tellers to 
be involved in these projects. 
It will also be a chance to learn 
more about music recording 
and video production if that’s 
your thing. 

Everyone is invited to 
get involved so speak with 
someone from the West 

Arnhem Council if you want 
some more information about 
the projects.

DATES:
GUNBALANYA Band Project: 
June 7 - 11 

MINJILANG Community 
Project: June 14 -18
GUNBALANYA Youth Project: 
August 23 - 27
WARRUWI Community Project: 
To be confirmed

SoundED COMING TO WEST ARNHEM COMMUNITIES

 

6 - 8pm  |  Cricket Oval 

Professional firework display from 6.30pm 
Fun games & prizes for kids & a BBQ 

 
 
 

Do not bring your own fireworks 

 

 
WORK IN & EXPERIENCE 

ARNHEM LAND & KAKADU 

Director of Organisational Growth – Jabiru - Permanent 
- Full Time – Accommodation available - Applications 
close 8am, 1 July  
 

Coordinator- Grants and Contracts – Jabiru - 
Permanent - Full Time – Accommodation available - 
Applications close 8am, 23 June  
 

Information, Communication & Technology Manager – 
Jabiru - Permanent - Full Time – Accommodation 
available - Applications close 8am, 23 June  
 

Wellbeing Coordinator – Gunbalanya - Permanent - Full 
Time – Accommodation available - Applications close 
8am, 16 June  
 

Essential Services Officer – Maningrida - Permanent - 
Full Time – Accommodation available - Applications 
close 8am, 16 June  
 

Senior Cleaner – Jabiru - Permanent - Full Time –  
Accommodation Available provided – All applications 
considered 
 

Works Officers – Jabiru - Permanent - Full Time – No 
Accommodation provided - All applications considered 
 

Trades Officers – Jabiru – Fixed Term - Full Time – No 
Accommodation provided - All applications considered 
 

Cleaner – Jabiru - Permanent - Part Time – No 
Accommodation provided – All applications will be 
considered 
 

Administration Trainee  – Gunbalanya - Permanent - 
Part Time – No Accommodation provided - All 
applications will be considered   
 

Cook – Gunbalanya - Casual – No Accommodation 
provided - All applications will be considered 
  
For more information: 
Please phone 08 8979 9404 or  
email vacancy@westarnhen.nt.gov.au   
     
Indigenous people are encouraged to apply 
 


