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supporting mental health

Jabiru organisations and community groups come
together in support of Mental Health Week.
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exciting bush camping trip

Jabiru Area School teacher Jim Bailey (centre, left) was awarded as one of the top 10 winners of the A Day
Made Better Teaching Awards throughout Australia on Thursday, October 12. Jim is pictured with senior
students Sophia Brown, Jasmine Meredith and Nisa Howie.

JABIRU TEACHER IN THE SPOTLIGHT
Jabiru Area School’s very
own Jim Bailey has been
recognised nationally as one
of the top 10 inspirational
winners across Australia in
the annual A Day Made Better
Teaching Awards.
A passionate teacher for over
25 years, well-known local Jim
has been teaching at Jabiru
Area School for around 16
years and currently teaches a
variety of different subjects to
secondary school students.
Students from the past and
present,
parents,
family,
friends, colleagues, as well
as principals and school
administrators nominated Jim
for positively influencing the
lives of local Jabiru students in
the classroom and beyond.
Now in its seventh year,
the 2017 A Day Made Better
Teaching Awards received
over 50,000 nominations for
over 16,000 teachers in a bid
to find 10 of Australia’s most
inspiring teachers.
Jabiru Area School pre-school

teacher Noelee Mitchell said
Jim is an incredible teacher
and mentor.

“What a
difference Jim
Bailey is making
in his local
community..”

“Jim Bailey is an absolute
legend. His dedication to his
students is always above and
beyond. He has worked with
both of my children to ensure
that they not only stay on
track but also challenges every
student to aim high. From
pre-schoolers through to Year
12 students, Jim knows how
to keep his students engaged,
entertained and does it all with
a great sense of humour,” she
said.
Jabiru Area School Principal
Learne Dunne said Jim brings
care, kindness and respect to
the classroom and inspires and

motivates not just the students,
but the teachers as well.
Humbled by the award, Jim
thanked everyone at Jabiru
Area School, particularly the
students.
“Every day, the students
make the teachers’ day better,”
he said.
OfficeMax
Sales
and
Marketing
Director,
Paul
Munkley said they are
committed to supporting
the education industry and
understand the importance of
recognising the hard work and
commitment teachers bring to
the classroom.
“Once
again,
we’ve
been overwhelmed by the
number of heart-warming
nominations, particularly Jim
Bailey. It’s a privilege to be a
part of something so inspiring
and to see what a difference
Jim Bailey is making in his
local community.”
Jabiru Area School also
received a host of prizes from
OfficeMax.

Maningrida students with great school attendance
head out on a camping trip.
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gunbalanya community care

Gunbalanya Community Care clients join in
inaugural handball competition.

PAGE 2 >

MANINGRIDA BUST UP COMP

28 teams hit the water for 2017 Maningrida Bust
PAGE 12 >
Up competition.
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what’s on

SOCIAL OUTING IN GUNBALANYA

If you have an upcoming event you would like to see
listed in this space please phone the Wire on 8979
9465 or email wire@westarnhem.nt.gov.au.

Social bike riding is kicking off in Jabiru on
Wednesday and Friday mornings. Meet at
the Jabiru Pool carpark at 6.15am and the
ride will be complete at around 7.30am.

WEEKLY

Monday
NT Fire & Emergency Training, Jabiru Fire Station
6pm
Kakadu Deadly Runners Training, 6pm
Tuesdays
Jabiru Art & Craft, Town Hall 7.30pm
Playgroup, Jabiru Courthouse 9.30-11am
Aqua Fitness, Alberto Luglietti Memorial Pool 6.15pm
Jabiru Firey’s Fitness Training 5.30pm
Wednesdays
Kakadu Deadly Runners Training, 6pm
Thursdays
Aqua Fitness, Alberto Luglietti Memorial Pool 6.15pm
Story Time, Jabiru Library 10.30am
Social Soccer, Magela Oval 6pm
Pick the Joker Jabiru Golf Club 6.30pm
Pool comp $100 Jabiru Golf Club 6.30pm
Membership Draw, JSSC 7.30pm
Jabiru Firey’s Fitness Training 5.30pm
Fridays
Badge draw, raffles, meat trays Jabiru Golf Club
Pool comp $10 entry winner takes all, JSSC
Meat tray raffle, JSSC
Futsal, new MPA building 7.00am
Sundays
Jabiru Firey’s Fitness Training 5.30pm
2nd & 4th Sunday of the month
Lunch and Membership Wheel, win meat trays JSSC

Winner for the Community Care ladies section of the handball competition Josie Maralngurra
(centre) with Community Care staff Beryne Dinda and Sue Austin.

Gunbalanya
Community
Care
invited Jabiru Community Care to a
barbecue as a joint activity bringing
the communities together recently.
Unfortunately the water was deemed
not safe at the crossing so the Jabiru
team enjoyed a scenic drive as their
outing visiting the Border Store and
East Alligator River.
Gunbalanya staff and clients all had
a lot of fun enjoying the barbecue
cooked by staff and participating in
the inaugural handball competition.
It was a very successful day and
clients are looking forward to
challenging Jabiru Community Care
next time.

Mark Mangiru having a great time at the
Community Care handball competition.

OCTOBER

Sat 21 Gunbalanya Fun Run
Sat 28 Halloween at the Crocodile Hotel, 6pm
Sat 28 Jabiru Bombers home game
Tue 31 Halloween

NOVEMBER

Wed 1 Jabiru Touch Football grand final
Tue 7 Melbourne Cup
Wed 8 West Arnhem Regional Council Ordinary
Council Meeting, Jabiru Chambers
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Winner of the Community Care handball
competition Amos Nganjimirri with his
award.

Gunbalanya Community Care client Josie and
granddaughter enjoying the day.
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STUDENTS REWARDED WITH CAMPING TRIP
During
the
school
holidays
some
very
lucky kids in Maningrida
were invited to attend a
bush camping trip. The
kids who were selected
to attend had the most
improved
attendance
during Term 3.
GREATS
Youth
Services led the school
holiday camping trip,
with support from West
Arnhem Regional Council
Maningrida Sport and
Recreation team and
AFLNT. The camp was
held over three days out

on country with a number
of fun activities, including
spear-making, cooking,
sport
and
recreation
activities, AFL, singing
and dancing!
However,
the
most
popular activity by far
was story-telling by old
man Sam, the Traditional
Owner from Juniwinya.
The camp was a fantastic
idea and the GYS, Sport
and
Recreation
and
AFLNT would like to
thank the Traditional
Owners for letting them
visit.

KUNWINJKU LANGUAGE
FEATURES ON YOUTUBE

2017 Community
Partnership Fund

The Bininj Kunwok Language Group have set up a new
video channel in the Kunwinjku language on Youtube, called
Karriyolyolme which means 'telling stories'.
All videos in Kunwinjku will feature on the channel for the
community to enjoy, with a number of videos already available
for viewing.
To check out the channel, visit https://www.youtube.com/
channel/UCpB8rtloq3lRCylCXq6Ge6w

Energy Resources of Australia Community Partnership Fund aims to
contribute to the development of a healthy and positive community in
the Alligator Rivers region.
2017 application dates:
Round 1:
Applications open 16 January
Applications close 17 March

Round 3:
Applications open 4 September
Applications close 17 November

Round 2:
Applications open 24 April
Applications close 14 July

For further information visit
www.energyres.com.au
www.energyres.com.au

The West Arnhem Wire | 7 - 20 October 2017

4

West Arnhem Wire - Fortnightly news in brief from Jabiru, Gunbalanya, Maningrida, Warruwi and Minjilang

JABIRU COMMUNITY CARE CENTRE NEWS
Jabiru Community
Care client Ruth
Djandjomerr
reading the WIRE
with staff member
Marcia Brennan
during her visit to
the Community
Care Centre
recently.

The West Arnhem Wire acknowledges
the traditional owners of country and their
continuing connection to land, waters and
community.

Ruth socialised
with staff and
had her lunch
before returning
home after a
great outing.

We pay our respects to them and their cultures,
and to elders, past, present and future.
The Wire is the only regular source of news
and information in the Kakadu and West
Arnhem Land region.

JABIRU COMMUNITY CARE CLIENTS GET OUT AND ABOUT
Jabiru Community Care Care clients
made it a family affair whilst having a
movie day at the Jabiru Library recently.
They have arranged a weekly activity there
every Friday.

More than 800 copies are distributed
fortnightly to Jabiru, Warruwi, Minjilang,
Maningrida and Gunbalanya.
Our electronic edition goes out to more than
600 individual email addresses across West
Arnhem Land and the Top End.
The Wire accepts advertising from businesses
and government organisations. Placement of
ads is subject to editorial and Council policy.
Our competitive rates start from as little as
$65 (including GST). Call 08 8979 9465
today or email wire@westarnhem.nt.gov.au
to discuss how we can help you spread your
messages around West Arnhem Land.

ADVERTISING DEADLINES
Bookings: 5pm Monday prior to publication
Artwork: 5pm Tuesday prior to publication
The Wire is published fortnightly on Fridays.
The Wire is published by West Arnhem
Regional Council. The views expressed here
do not necessarily reflect those held by the
Council or Councillors.

Abel Naborlhborlh and Ruth Djandjomerr.

West Arnhem Regional Council
PO Box 721
JABIRU NT 0886
www.westarnhem.nt.gov.au

Community Care client Cecily pictured with
her granddaughter and great granddaughter.

Call (08) 8979 9465 or email
wire@westarnhem.nt.gov.au

MANINGRIDA BASKETBALL LEAGUE KICK OFF COMPETITION
The
Maningrida
Basketball
League
kicked off last Tuesday
evening
with
the
Warriors playing the
Buffalos.
So far there are
currently
eight
registered
women's
teams
and
five
registered men's teams
playing on Tuesday and
Thursday nights.
The competition will
run until Christmas.
Good luck to all the
teams!
The West Arnhem Wire | 7 - 20 October 2017
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MANINGRIDA SIGN
LANGUAGE PROJECT
A multilingual team at
Maningrida participated in
a two week sign language
workshop at Maningrida in
August this year.
Linguists Margaret Carew
(CALL),
Jenny
Green
(University of Melbourne),
Murray Garde (Australian
National University) and
Carolyn Coleman worked
with people from Kuninjku,
Gunnartpa,
Wurlaki,
Ndjébbana and Kun-barlang
language groups recording
signs, or ‘actions’, for kin,
animals, plants and everyday
objects.

“Sign is used
for everyday
interactions, such
as when people are
communicating over
a distance ..”
The
group
learned
many things about how
sign is used for everyday
interactions, such as when
people are communicating
over a distance or when they
are out hunting and need to

stay quiet.
The most interesting thing
to learn was how important
signing is as a marker of
respect between certain kin.
After setting up a recording
studio at the Arts Centre
at Maningrida to record
sign, the group moved the
session to the beach where
Dorothy Galaledba and Janet
Gumbiyarra acted out a
number of hunting scenarios.
Those involved are now
working
through
the
recordings and planning
for a follow up workshop in
2018.
The
Maningrida
Sign
Languages project is a
collaboration between the
Research Unit for Indigenous
Language (RUIL) at the
University of Melbourne
and the Centre for Australian
Languages and Linguistics
(CALL) at Batchelor Institute.
Jennifer Green’s research
is funded through the
Australian Research Council.
CALL is funded by the
Australian
Government’s
Indigenous Languages and
Arts program (ILA).
More
information
can
be found at https://call.
batchelor.edu.au/project/
maningrida-action-project/
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NEWEST AUSTRALIAN CITIZEN

Wim Demot (right) celebrates becoming an Australian citizen with Gill in
Jabiru recently.

West Arnhem welcomed a new Australian citizen in Jabiru last
week.
Wim Demot, originally from Belgium, made the official pledge
in front of family and friends with West Arnhem Regional
Council Mayor Matthew Ryan officiating the ceremony.
Wim works and lives in town as a chef and is known in Jabiru
for his incredible Belgium waffles.
Mayor Ryan congratulated Wim and wishes him all the best in
his future.

LOCAL AUTHORITY NOMINATIONS OPEN
West Arnhem Regional Council wishes to remind residents
that nominations for the Local Authorities in Minjilang,
Warruwi, Gunbalanya and Maningrida are now open to all
community members.
These Local Authorities are governed by West Arnhem
Regional Council and report to the Council with
recommendations; with consultation undertaken by local
authority members and their communities.
Each Local Authority has between 6 to 7 members and this
group of people will make sure that people in their community
have a strong voice; make recommendations on behalf of the
community and talk to the West Arnhem Regional Council
about these issues.
Local Authority members will meet four times a year, for
the next four years (a full Council term).
Everyone is encouraged to nominate, including young
people.
For information about the nomination process or to pick
up a nomination form, speak to the West Arnhem Regional
Council Services Manager in your community.
Nominations are open from 28 September and close on 25
October.
For further information, call WARC Governance Manager
Gregory Gilbert on 0408 839 049.
The West Arnhem Wire | 7 - 20 October 2017
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JABIRU SHOWS SUPPORT FOR MENTAL HEALTH WEEK
Community
groups
and
organisations came together
to put on the second annual
Mental Health Week in Jabiru
recently.
The week incorporated a
variety of activities including
training sessions, playgroups,
morning teas, a social walk
around the lake, aqua fitness,
an art session, community
barbecue, Jabiru Art and Craft
Group activity and more, with
all events greatly received.
Now in its second year, Louise
Mayclair
of
CatholicCare
NT said the positive turnout
demonstrates that community
members are picking up on
what the event is trying to
achieve.
“People are getting excited
for next year’s Mental Health
Week which is a real win and
means it has made an impact,”
Louise said.
“There has been a lot of
enthusiasm and engagement
from
across
the
whole
community.”

Girls Academy at the Mental Health Week community barbecue on
Thursday, October 12.

Event
organisers
said
the whole of community
participation
was
made
possible through the efforts of
all organisations, individuals
and stakeholders who came
together to make the event
possible.
The highlight of the week
was certainly the community

art competition which received
up to 50 entries across all of the
categories.
With a lot of talent, knowledge
and thought behind each of the
entries, competition judges
Richard McArthur, Trish Miller
and Lou Webster had a tough
time deciding the winners.
Overall Art Winners -

5-8 years: 1st - Judy D
9-12 years: 1st – Jorgie
13-15 years: 1st - Jessie (plus
overall winner prize)
16-18 years – 1st Corben
19 plus: 1st female - K Williams
and 1st Male - Graham R
Louise said there was a good
feel throughout the entire week
and it was great to see the
activities engaging everyone in
the community and, ultimately
raising awareness about mental
health.
The event was only a
huge success because of the
collaboration of community
groups
and
stakeholders
including CatholicCare NT and
in particular, Louise Mayclair,
Public
Health,
Mercure
Kakadu Crocodile Hotel, Girls
Academy, Jabiru Foodland,
Energy Resources of Australia,
Westpac, Kakadu National
Park, West Arnhem Regional
Council, Morris Corp, Kakadu
Tourism, Jabiru Art and Craft,
Clontarf Academy and Jabiru
Area School.

The week included a walk at the Lake for
World Mental Health Day.
Congratulations to the art competition 19
years and over winners Graham and Kailah.
Michelle Siebert, Liz Williams, Jamie Siebert and Trish
Miller at the community barbecue which was supported
by Foodland, Jabiru Area Health Centre and the Mercure
Kakadu Crocodile Hotel.

Jesse receiving the overall prize for the art competition from
Trish Miller from Public Health.
The West Arnhem Wire | 7 - 20 October 2017

Henrick at the art judging and exhibition.

West Arnhem Regional Council held an
aqua fitness session for the community in
support of Mental Health Week.

Young ones enjoying the Jabiru Art and
Craft session.

The young ones enjoying the Jabiru Art and
Craft session during Mental Health Week.
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Senior Project Officer – Ranger Mine Closure
Location: Darwin NT
Position number: N07
Base salary range: SOGB $95,811 - $111,336 pa + entitlements
Term: 3 year contract
As the largest peak Indigenous organisation in Australia, the Northern Land Council (NLC) provides a family-friendly and
flexible team environment with attractive remuneration packages, five weeks annual leave, district allowance, super, salary
sacrifice, airfares and other entitlements.
The Senior Project Officer will be responsible for providing environmental advice to the NLC and to Aboriginal land owners
on matters associated with the closure of the Ranger Uranium Mine, including but not limited to the standard of rehabilitation.
You will be expected to effectively represent the NLC and the Aboriginal land owners who may be negatively impacted by the
rehabilitation and closure of the Ranger Uranium Mine.
Applicants should possess tertiary qualifications in Environmental Science, Mine Closure, Hydrology or other relevant
discipline, with a minimum 5 years’ experience working in the environmental management of mine sites. Prior experience in
mine closure and rehabilitation will be highly advantageous.
The successful applicant will have high level verbal and written communication as well as administrative, planning and
budgeting skills as you will be required to provide financial management and reporting on the closure and rehabilitation of
the Ranger Mine project area.
An understanding of the mining industry and relevant legislation and government policies is required to effectively manage
environmental compliance and liaise with regulatory authorities.
Knowledge and understanding of Aboriginal culture and issues with the ability to communicate effectively and sensitively
with Aboriginal people is required to facilitate and provide consultation services to Traditional Owners and affected Aboriginal
communities and groups.
Significant travel to remote areas is involved so possession of a ‘C’ Class driver’s licence and the ability to drive 4WD
vehicles safely is essential.
Contact person: Rhonda Yates (08) 8920 5241
Applications close COB Monday 30 October 2017

To Apply:
Applications must address all selection criteria, an Application Pack can be downloaded from our website
www.nlc.org.au or contact HR at jobs@nlc.org.au or call (08) 8920 5183 or (08) 8920 5100.
Applicants must be Australian residents. Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people are encouraged to apply.

The West Arnhem Wire | 7 - 20 October 2017
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CHILDCARE TAKING CARE OF THE ENVIRONMENT
Jabiru Childcare Centre has
been working on becoming
a more sustainable service
during 2017.
Thanks to a grant received
in 2016 the centre was able to
purchase recycling bins for
each room to assist their efforts.
The aim of using recycle
bins for paper and bottles is
to make the children aware of
the importance in recycling
and to learn about pollution
throughout the year.
The bottle collection has also
been a huge success so far and
the centre wants to thank all
staff and families who are busy
collecting bottles.
So far, the Centre has raised
$159.90 which will go towards
wool to create stuffed animals,
a variety of sustainable
goods and last but not least
to purchase an essential oil
diffuser for the Barramundi
Room.

The centre will try the effect
of using essential oils in the
Barramundi room and will use
it during rest time and yoga
sessions.
If the children and educators
enjoy this new sensory
experience, they will purchase
a diffuser for the other two

rooms, using money from
future Mobile Collection.
Raising awareness about
the environment we live in
and teaching children the
importance of taking care of
the land follows Outcome 2:
‘Children are connected with
and contribute to their world

from the Early Year Learning
Framework’.
If you have any recycle
plastic bottles, please don’t
hesitate to drop them into the
Childcare to help raise more
funds to purchase educational
and sustainable goods for the
children.

NOURLANGIE SAFARI CAMP, EPISODE 41
Nourlangie Safari Camp,
here is 9SLK
Is anybody listening? (My
radio code)
From the Diaries of Flemming
Jensen 1968-1969

The end of the story
That was not the way I wanted
to get home, although I would
be in a few days back in
Copenhagen.
I also needed to meet my old
friend, with whom I had traveled
from Copenhagen and said
goodbye in Darwin half a year
ago.
A few days later I came to
Melbourne, which became my
final stop in Australia.
Here I found my buddy, who
worked at a print shop in town
and seemed prepared to stay
here for a longer period.
From my point of view my
traveling has come to an end and
once again the good luck smiled
at me.
I succeeded and got hired on
a Norwegian chemical tanker
“M/S Stolt Hawk,” as a ships
boy! The first mate said I was
the oldest boy he had hired and
that he had never before hired a
person with a backpack.
Some sailors are superstitious
about hiring a traveler with a

Image from the Diaries of Flemming Jensen.

backpack. It means accident and
bad luck for the ship.
I was glad that the first mate
was not superstitious and the
ship and its crew came safely to
Rotterdam in Holland after one
and a half months, without any
critical incidents.
The trip went to the Philippines,
Mozambique and South Africa.
Arriving in Rotterdam I had
earned enough money to be able
to fly to Copenhagen and on a
Tuesday in September 1969, I
arrived in Copenhagen.
Fourteen months after me and
my mate Gerner started on our
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journey “Around the World”, I
returned in a proper manner and
still with money in my pocket.
This is perhaps insignificant to
some, but important to me.
I had reached my goal to go
out and experience the world
and come home without being in
debt to anyone!
But I had to say, when I think
about everything that has
happened I am indebted to many
people and experiences that
changed my life and gave me a
strength that no money can buy.
The desire, when the opportunity
is there, to experience the world,

to meet new people and to
believe that you can solve the
challenges you face.
We all have the opportunities
but only a few are willing to pay
the price and take the chance
when the opportunity is there.
That had been regretted later by
many.
In return, those who dare are
returning stronger with something
that nobody can take from them,
namely, the belief in themselves
and the desire to challenge
the future.
Although everyone gets their
own unique experiences, I do not
think that everyone has got the
good luck and the fate that has
been smiling in the same way, as
I feel that it has been on me.
A lot of things happens and stay
in your mind at fourteen months
“on the road” with a rucksack
on your back, but the time at
Nourlangie Safari has always
been something quite special.
Perhaps it was an old “Robinson
Crusoe” boy dream but certainly
a part of my life, which has
always influenced me.
To be continued..
Reproduced with permission:
Kakadu National Park Cultural
Heritage
&
Biodiversity
Management Unit.
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STAFF LEARN FROM INDUSTRY PROFESSIONALS
Jabiru
Childcare
Staff
attended
the
annual
‘Little People Big Dreams’
Conference, organised by
Child Australia, in Darwin on
October 6 and 7.
Jabiru Childcare staff were
very fortunate to participate in
industry conferences, as well
as professional development
sessions thanks to the LDCDP
Fund, which expired in June
2017.
Evi and Christine participated
in several informative sessions
on Friday, including one
session held by Caroline
Fewster about how to create
beautiful, as well as useful play
spaces for the children.
The rest of the staff joined
them on Saturday and were
able to choose more sessions
held by professionals from our
industry.
All staff agreed that Caroline
Fewster is their favourite
presenter, sharing inspiring
ideas with a lot of fun and being
able to engage all participants.
Her session on Saturday was
about ‘contemporary play

Jabiru Childcare staff Michaela, Laura, Michelle, Jess and Shireen
(pictured) and Evi and Christine attended the annual ‘Little People, Big
Dreams’ Conference in Darwin.

learning possibilities especially
designed for babies and
toddlers’.
Some of the staff participated
in a session about STEM
–
Science,
Technology,
Engineering and Math and
others listened to Dr Matthew
Roberts who came up from
Melbourne to talk about the
importance of father’s in
the life of a child, Post Natal
Depression and how a child

LIVE & WORK

ARNHEM LAND & KAKADU
 Grants and Contracts Coordinator – Jabiru or Darwin
Full Time – Accommodation available in Jabiru
Applications close at 8 am on Monday 6 November 2017
 Media Coordinator – Jabiru
Full Time – Accommodation available
Applications close at 8 am Monday 6 November 2017
 Governance Officer – Jabiru
Part Time – No accommodation available
Applications close at 8 am on Monday 6 November 2017
 Essential Services Officer – Maningrida
Full Time – Accommodation available
Applications close at 8 am on Monday 6 November 2017
 Landfill Officer - Maningrida
Full Time – Accommodation available
Applications close at 8 am on Monday 6 November 2017
 Senior Cleaner - Minjilang
Casual – No accommodation available
All applications will be considered
To apply:
Visit website below or phone 08 8982 9522

www.westarnhem.nt.gov.au/employment

can change a families life and
perceptions within families
stem from.
General Manager from the
Department
of
Education
Susan Bowden led a panel
discussion about ‘the role of
practitioner’s in children’s
Learning and development
in the early years’, which was
interesting to watch.
Not only were staff given the
opportunity to participate in

professional sessions, but also
to network with educators
from other centres from the
Territory, as well as interstate.
Staff also met up with
Erin, who is now working in
Warruwi, as well as Lare who
used to work in Jabiru. After
they gained inspiration and
new ideas, it was time to have
a relaxing meal with everyone,
and to reflect on what they had
learned over the last couple of
days.

strong communities | working together

TIME TO REGISTER
YOUR DOG
West Arnhem Regional Council wishes to remind Jabiru residents
that it is the Council’s responsibility to manage all domestic dogs
within the township.
In accordance with the Jabiru Town Development (Control of Dogs)
By-Laws, all domestic dogs must be registered with the Council and
kept under control at all times.
Council will soon be sending out renewal notices to residents with
registered animals, to ensure the safety of community members
and the wellbeing of domestic dogs in Jabiru.
We encourage all residents to do the right thing now and register
your dog.

To find out more information or to register your dog, please visit the
West Arnhem Regional Council office in Jabiru or call 8979 9444.

Email completed application to vacancy@westarnhem.nt.gov.au
Indigenous people are encouraged to apply
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LOCAL PEOPLE
LOCAL VOICES
Nominate for your LOCAL AUTHORITY
What is a Local Authority?
A Local Authority is a group of
people from your community
who will make sure that people
have a strong voice in their
community. This group of people
will make decisions of behalf of
the community and talk to the
Regional Council about these
issues.

What does this mean for
you and your community?
A strong Local Authority will
make informed decisions on
issues and get things done
based on recommendations
which come from within the
local community.

How do you nominate?

What is the commitment?

For information about the
nomination process and the
nomination form, speak to your
Regional Services Manager in
your community. All community
members are encouraged to
nominate. Nominations are open
from 28 September 2017 and
close 25 October 2017.

Local Authority members meet
four times a year, for the next four
years (a full Council term).

More information?

For further information, you
can call Council Governance
Manager Gregory Gilbert on
0408 839 049.

MANINGRIDA - GUNBALANYA - WARRUWI - MINJILANG
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COMPETITION ENGAGES YOUTH
Just before the
school holidays,
Minjilang
started
their
own basketball
competition
for both girls
and boys and
younger ones of
all ages.
So
far
everything
is
going very well,
we are currently
in round 4 and
everyone
is
enjoying it.
The girls getting involved in the competition.

Wayde Bradshaw lining up a shot.

11
JOIN IN THE AFTER SCHOOL FUN
It has been fantastic to see so many kids making a regular
appearance at the after school activities in Jabiru with more and
more joining in the fun each week.
Children and parents have been playing tennis at the newlyresurfaced Jabiru courts and enjoying other outdoor activities
including cricket, soccer, milo cricket and basketball (thank you
to the Jabiru Area School).
Young ones have also been busy with the craft activities in the
lead up to Halloween.
Children who are doing crafts should be well-equipped for
Halloween by the time it arrives.

Sonny Wauchope looking for
options in the game.
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SPORT
MANINGRIDA’S BIGGEST FISHING COMPETITION
Maningrida
Emergency
Response Group held its
annual fishing competition,
The Maningrida Bust Up on
September 30 and October 1.
2017 was the biggest year yet,
with 28 teams entered, over 80
competitors and more prizes
than ever before.
The Maningrida Bust Up
is Maningrida Emergency
Response Group’s biggest
fundraiser of the year and they
are hoping this year raised over
$10,000 which goes towards the
purchase of new emergency
equipment to be used to assist
in rescues and natural disasters.
Saturday, September 30 was
barra day and competitors
fished from 6am-6pm. There
was some hot competition
with the winning team being
‘One More No More’ with
an astounding 200 points.
The biggest barra caught by
a female angler went to Judy
Ward from ‘Zip Zap 1’ with a
72cm barra and biggest barra
caught by a male angler went to
David Weston from ‘Zip Zap 2’
with an 89cm barra. The chatter
at the boat ramp seemed very
positive with most boats
coming back with some points
on the board, and all were
ready to tackle reef day to try
and secure most points overall.
Sunday, October 1 was reef
day and competitors fished
from 6am-1pm. The team
from ‘Cattle Dog’ absolutely
smashed it, winning most
points per boat on reef day
with 870 points, and scoring
bragging rights for hosting the

Maningrida’s Raia Carey took out
the highest points in the female kids
competition.
The Maningrida Emergency Response Group volunteers celebrating a
successful competition in 2017.

fisherman and fisherwoman to
take out most points overall.
Well done Mitch and Nat
Carey! Almost all boats had a
busy reef day with some very
impressive catches including a
55cm Saddletail Perch by Ange
from ‘One More No More’ and
a 71cm Golden Snapper by Tim
Schroeder from ‘Hook Line and
Drinkers’.
The kids competition this year
also showed off some serious
skill, with Archie Turner from
‘Lure Festival’ catching the
biggest Barra at 80cm (and
outfishing many adults), and
Raia Carey achieving most
points overall on reef day with a
very impressive 140 points, and
adding another outstanding
achievement to ‘Cattle Dog’s’
glistening résumé!
If all of that wasn’t exciting
enough, we also added a new
category to the Maningrida

The team ‘One More No More’ won the most points for a boat on the
barramundi day.
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Bust Up this year, titled the
Maningrida
Grand
Slam.
Anglers needed to catch a
barra over 55cm, a catfish over
35cm and a golden snapper
over 35cm to gain entry to this
division.
Seven outstanding anglers
achieved this task and the
lucky winner drawn at random
was Ashleigh Readett from ‘I’m
All About That Barra’.
In addition to all the fishing
divisions, there were also two
photo comps this year - even if
you don’t catch a fish, you can
still claim a prize or two.
The team from ‘Fish Tail’s
won the TJM photo comp with
a very creative truck and fish
display, and the team from ‘I’m
All About the Barra’ won the
XXXX Gold photo comp with
an expertly crafted boat made
from XXXX cans complete with
a cardboard outboard.

Maningrida’s Judy Ward won the
biggest barramundi female angler.

The competition finished
with our presentation evening
on Sunday where many stories
were shared, laughs were had
and our famous raffle (with
over $9000 worth of prizes) was
drawn.
We would like to thank all the
competitors and their families,
our volunteers and our
amazing sponsors for making
the 2017 Maningrida Bust Up
possible! Thank you and we
look forward to seeing you out
on the water next time.

The volunteers of the Maningrida Bust Up Competition in 2017 which is
Maningrida Emergency Response Group’s biggest fundraiser of the year.

