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HALLOWEEN IN WEST ARNHEM

COMMUNITY CLEAN UP UNDERWAY

 PAGES 9 & 10 >
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A new 2022 map of place names and languages 
in Western Arnhem Land has been made.

 PAGE 8 >

Council’s pool and sport and recreation staff in 
Maningrida undertake lifesaving training courses.

Council are conducting a hard rubbish clean up in 
Maningrida as part of Healthy Skin Week.

 PAGE 2 >

Young people in Jabiru and Maningrida get into the 
Halloween spirit with trick or treating and a disco.

OLD AND NEW MAPS UNVEILED

Malala Health Service Aboriginal Corporation in Maningrida are facilitating a community-wide initiative for 
Healthy Skin Week this week. Read more, page 6.

IT'S TIME TO SHARE YOUR STORIES
LIFESAVING TRAINING ON OFFER

The new Labor Government 
are looking into how the 
Intervention and the Stronger 
Futures Legislation affected 
Indigenous people so they 
have formed a Senate Inquiry 
to investigate this called the 
Community Safety, Support 
Service and Job Opportunities 
Senate Inquiry. 

The Senate Inquiry into 
Community Safety, Support 
Service and Job Opportunities 
is your chance to tell your 
story and the stories of your 
family and communities to 
government and share with 
them how you have been 
impacted by the Intervention 
and the finishing up of the 
Stronger Futures legislation. 

The senate are very 
interested to learn directly 
from Aboriginal people in 
the Northern Territory what 
the effects to community 
safety, support services, job 
opportunities, housing and 
health have been experienced 
during the intervention and 
up until now. 

Representatives of the 
Senate Inquiry Committee 
including co–chair Senator 
Patrick Dodson will be 
coming to Maningrida on 
the 8th of December to meet 
with community directly and 
hear from individuals and 
organisations across the West 
Arnhem region who wish to 
tell their story.

What’s this all about?
In 2007 the Commonwealth 

Government imposed a 
package of legislation most 
commonly known as the 
Intervention on Indigenous 
people living in the Northern 
Territory. A range of 
restrictions for Indigenous 
people only were brought in 
under the Intervention some 
of these were:

• Closing down Community 
Development Employment 
Projects (CDEP)

• Removing customary 
law and cultural practise 
considerations from bail 

applications and sentencing 
in criminal trials

• Increasing Policing in 
community

• Restricting the sale, 
and drinking of alcohol in 
prescribed areas

• Abolishing the permit 
system under the Aboriginal 
Land Rights Act 1976 for 
common areas, road corridors 
and airstrips for prescribed 
communities

Many will remember the 
Government sending the army 
into Indigenous communities 
around the Territory and then 
in 2008 they forced change to 
using a BasicsCard card and 
introduction of even bigger 
fines relating to alcohol. 

In 2012, five years after 
the Intervention began, the 
legislation upon which it was 
based was due to expire so 
the Government under Julia 
Gillard decided to replace it 
with The Stronger Futures in 
the Northern Territory Act.

Continues, Page 6 >>
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West Arnhem Regional Council acknowledges 
the First Nations Custodians; and the many 
Language and Family groups who are 
Managers and Care-takers to each of their 
Traditional homelands and Waters across the 
West Arnhem Regions Wards. West Arnhem 
Regional Council pay their respects and 
acknowledge Elders, past present and rising.

The Wire is the only regular source of news 
and information in the Kakadu and West 
Arnhem Land region. More than 500 copies 
are distributed fortnightly to Jabiru, Warruwi, 
Minjilang, Maningrida and Gunbalanya. 

Our electronic edition goes out to more than 
500 individual email addresses across West 
Arnhem Land and the Top End.

The Wire accepts advertising from businesses 
and government organisations. Placement of 
ads is subject to editorial and Council policy. 

Our competitive rates start from as little as 
$72 (including GST). Call 08 8979 9465 
today or email wire@westarnhem.nt.gov.au 
to discuss how we can help you spread your 
messages around West Arnhem Land. 

ADVERTISING DEADLINES
Bookings: 5pm Monday prior to publication

Artwork: 5pm Tuesday prior to publication

The Wire is published fortnightly on Fridays.

The Wire is published by West Arnhem 
Regional Council. The views expressed here 
do not necessarily reflect those held by the 
Council or Councillors.

West Arnhem Regional Council 
PO Box 721, JABIRU NT 0886

www.westarnhem.nt.gov.au

Call (08) 8979 9465 or email  
wire@westarnhem.nt.gov.au
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Maningrida Radio 106.1 FM

Minjilang Radio  106.1 FM

Gunbalanya Radio  106.1 FM

Warruwi Radio   106.1 FM

Jabiru Radio  98.9 FM

TUNE INTO  
TEABBA RADIO 

 
KAKADU COLLECTION AT JABIRU LIBRARYKAKADU COLLECTION AT JABIRU LIBRARY
Please come to Jabiru Public Library 

and browse the Kakadu Collection. 
Membership is free (Northern 
Territory ID required). Watch this 
space in the WIRE for the next Book 
from The Kakadu Collection.

In his inspirational, highly acclaimed 
memoir – and including reflections 
from First Nations Elders and young 
people – Archie Roach tells the story of 
his life and his music. 

Only two when he was forcibly 
removed from his family, and brought 
up by a series of foster parents until his 
early teens, Archie’s world imploded 
when he received a letter that spoke 
of a life he had no memory of. It took 
him almost a lifetime to find out who he 
really was.

Tell Me Why is an unforgettable story 
of resilience, strength of spirit and hope.

It is available to loan at the Jabiru 
Public Library.

https://www.booktopia.com.au/tell-
me-why-archie-roach/book/

Happy Reading..

Jabiru Public Library 

'KAKADU 
COLLECTION'

HARD RUBBISH COLLECTION
West Arnhem 

Regional Council 
are doing 
community hard 
rubbish collections 
and household 
clean ups as part 
of Maningrida’s 
Healthy Skin Week. 
Health Skin Week 
will run from 14 – 
18 November. 

Please get in 
touch with the 
Council for more 
information about 
the community 
clean up.
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In 1922 the surveyor H.H. 
Kirkpatrick was asked to 
draw by hand a large map 
of the Oenpelli Aboriginal 
Reserve and surrounding 
areas. 

He asked elders the names 
of places and he wrote them 
on the map the best he could. 

Now, exactly 100 years 
later, a new 2022 map of 
place names and languages 
in Western Arnhem Land 
has been made by the Bininj 
Kunwok Language Centre, 

using knowledge from today's 
elders.

If you can make it, come 
along to Jabiru public library 
at 5pm on Thursday, 17th 
November and take a look at 
copies of both these incredible 
maps. 

You can hear some local 
elders talk about places whose 
names are written on the old 
or new maps. For example, 
on the old map underneath 
"Oenpelli H.S." (H.S. stands 
for "homestead"), you can 
see the name "Umblanyon" 
written. Where did that name 
come from? 

Both maps are now available 
for the public to view at any 
time. 

In Gunbalanya 
(Kunbarlanja) you will be 
able to see them at the Demed 
office. 

In Jabiru they will be on 
display at the Library, the 
Council office, the Croc Hotel 
and Djabulukgu Association 
office. 
They will also be displayed 

at Cooinda Lodge. 
If you'd like to find out more 

about these maps, then come 
to the celebration, or email 
fieldofficer@bininjkunwok.
org.au or talk to Julie Narndal 
or Seraine Namundja in 
Gunbalanya.

NEW AND OLD MAPS OF WESTERN ARNHEM LAND

“Exactly 100 years 

later, a new 2022 

map of place names 

and languages in 

Western Arnhem 

Land has been 

made by the Bininj 

Kunwok Language 

Centre, using 

knowledge from 

today's elders.."

BE THERE!
Thursday, 17 November at 5pm

at the Jabiru Library

Maps of West 
Arnhem Land – 
the Old and the 

New! 
1922 + 2022 

 
 

See copies of both 
of the maps in 

person!  

 

Hear elders talk 
about Aboriginal 
place names on 

both maps. 
 
 

 

 

DATE: Thursday, 17 Nov 

TIME: 5pm 

WHERE: Jabiru Library 

Come along and see copies of these 
two amazing maps of Western 

Arnhem Land and northern Kakadu - 
one drawn by hand a century ago 
(1922), the other created just this 

year!  

Both are now available for the public 
to see for the first time.  
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WHAT’S ON

WEEKLY 
Monday 
Xango Capoeira: Jabiru Pool Gym, 5pm 
Fire Station Training: Jabiru Fire Station, 6pm
  

Tuesdays  
Jabiru Playgroup: see the Facebook page, 9:30am 
Bombers football training: Brockman Oval, 5:30pm 
Jabiru Firey’s Fitness Training: Magela Oval, 5:30pm 
Aqua Fitness: Jabiru Swimming Pool, 6.15pm 
Jabiru Art & Craft Group: private residence (enquire 
directly) 7.30pm 

Wednesdays  
Skins Golf: Jabiru Golf Club, 4.45pm  
Underwater Hockey: Jabiru Pool, 5pm

Thursdays  
Story Time: Jabiru Library, 11.00am  
Jabiru Bombers Football training: Brockman Oval, 5pm 
Jabiru Firey’s Fitness Training: Magela Oval, 5.30pm  
Aqua Fitness: Jabiru Swimming Pool, 6.15pm 
Jackpot Joker Draw, Jabiru Golf Club 7.30pm

Fridays 
Jabiru Golf Club raffles & Members Draw, 7pm
Pool competition: Jabiru Golf Club, 7pm

Sundays
Jabiru Firey’s Fitness Training 5.30pm

The Jabiru Children's Christmas Party will take 
place on Sunday, 4 December. Registrations 
are now open. See more, page 10.

If you have an upcoming event you would like to see 
listed in this space please phone the Wire on 8979 
9465 or email wire@westarnhem.nt.gov.au.

NOVEMBER
Fri 11 Remembrance Day

DECEMBER
Sun 4 Jabiru Children's Christmas Party, Jabiru Pool

Wed 14 WARC Ordinary Council Meeting, Jabiru

Japanese encephalitis (JE) is caused 
by the Japanese encephalitis virus. 
Encephalitis is inflammation of the 
brain tissue and is usually caused by an 
infection. The virus is spread through 
mosquito bites. Infection in humans is 
most commonly asymptomatic. On rare 
occasions, it can result in severe disease 
with brain damage and even death.

How it is spread
JE is spread by the bite of an infected 

mosquito. It cannot be spread from person 

to person.
In countries or regions where the virus is 

present, the transmission is more common 
in areas of increased mosquito activity.

Pigs and wild water birds help spread 
the virus. It multiplies in infected pigs, 
leading to very high levels in their blood. 
Mosquitoes feeding on infected pigs and 
water birds pick up the virus and may 
spread it to humans.

Symptoms
It usually takes 5 to 15 days between 

getting bitten by the infected mosquito 
and becoming unwell.

Symptoms include:
• headaches
• fever
• seizures or fits (especially in young 

children)
• neck stiffness
• drowsiness
• confusion, delirium and coma in 

severe cases.
Treatment
There are no specific treatments for JE. 

In most cases, individuals are admitted to 
hospital where they are closely observed 
and given supportive care.

How to protect yourself
There are 2 ways to prevent JE:
• avoid being bitten by mosquitoes
• vaccination
For further information on Japanese 

Encephalitis, visit: https://nt.gov.au/
wellbeing/health-conditions-treatments/
viral/japanese-encephalitis

PROTECT YOURSELF AGAINST JAPANESE ENCEPHALITIS

Kakadu resident 
Marcia Brennan 
would like to 
thank a number of 
organisations and 
individuals who 
have supported 
Samson on his 
journey to be the 
first renal patient to 
have his own Home 
Therapy Dialysis at 
home here in Jabiru. 

His dream came 
true finally.

Pictured is Sampson 
and Matthew, the 
Renal Trainer from 
Darwin. 

Marcia wishes to 
thank WARC, ERA, 
WARNBI, Jabiru 
Health Centre, Block 
15 Renal Unit & 
Training staff.

And anyone else 
who has been 
involved.

FIRST HOME THERAPY DIALYSIS PATIENT
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INTERNATIONAL MEN’S DAY 
 

International Men’s Day celebrates worldwide the 
positive value men bring to the world, their families 
and communities. We highlight positive role models 

and awareness of men’s well – being. 
All men invited to lunch to celebrate International 
Men’s Day at ALPA Building next to Puma at 11.30am – 
1.00pm. Wednesday 16 November 2022 
 

Guest Speaker 
Patrick May 

Richard Tambling 

Leo Goodman 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 WORK IN & EXPERIENCE 

ARNHEM LAND & KAKADU 

Trades Officer  – Jabiru, Contract - Accommodation provided - 
All applications will be considered 
 

Pool Officer – Jabiru, Part Time -20 – 38 hours per week -  No 
Accommodation provided - All applications will be considered 
 

Works Officer – Jabiru, Full Time – Accommodation and Salary 
depending on qualifications and experience - All applications will 
be considered 
 

Cleaner – Jabiru, Part Time -20 – 38 hours per week – No 
Accommodation provided - All applications will be considered 
 

Community Care Officer – Part time – No Accommodation 
provided – All applications will be considered 

 

Centrelink Assistant – Gunbalanya, Full Time – No 
Accommodation provided – All applications will be considered 
 

Wellbeing Services Coordinator – Minjilang, Full Time - 
Accommodation provided - Applications close Wednesday  16 
November 2022 
 

Essential Services Officer – Maningrida, Full Time – 
Accommodation provided – Applications close Wednesday  23 
November 2022 
 

Mechanic – Full Time – Maningrida, Accommodation provided – 
Applications close Wednesday  23 November 2022 

 

For more information: 
Please phone 08 8979 9404 or  
email vacancy@westarnhen.nt.gov.au   

 
    Indigenous people are encouraged to apply 
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5 DIMENSIONS OF RECONCILIATION
Reconciliation Australia's vision of reconciliation is based and

measured on five dimensions: historical acceptance; race relations;
equality and equity; institutional integrity and unity.

 
These five dimensions do not exist in isolation, but are interrelated.

Reconciliation cannot be seen as a single issue or agenda; the contemporary
definition of reconciliation must weave all of these threads together. For

example, greater historical acceptance of the wrongs done to Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander peoples can lead to improved race relations, which in turn

leads to greater equality and equity.

This effectively extended the 
intervention for a further 10 
years. 

The new government want to 
hear about and understand the 
good and bad news about how 
all of this impacted Indigenous 
people in your community. 

One example might be telling 
government how well was 
your community consulted 
about grog laws changing this 
year and whether the people of 
your community know if they 
can or can’t drink grog in the 
community now? 

Another example might be 
telling government about 
the quality and standard 
of housing in community, 
homelands and outstations. 
You are encouraged to tell the 
story of your families living 
conditions such as whether 
your house is overcrowded, 
what is not working in the 
house like plumbing, kitchen.  

How long you have to wait 
for repairs and maintenance?  
Do you have a flush toilet or 
drop toilet? 

 How can I tell my story? 
Some representatives of the 

government who are on the 
senate committee are coming 

to Maningrida on the 8th of 
December to hear directly 
from community the stories 
you wish to share. 

If you can’t make it to 
Maningrida you can still 
tell your story and make a 
submission in writing or by 
video or art work etc… in 
language or in English to  
ht tps : / /www.aph.gov.au/
Committee/Submissions

If you have any questions 
about the inquiry or the process 
of making submissions please 
contact the Senate Committee 
secretariat:
Committee Secretary
Joint Standing Committee on 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Affairs
PO Box 6021
Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600

Phone: 02 6277 4559
JSCATSIA@aph.gov.au

Or alternatively, you are 
welcome to contact Brooke 
Darmanin from West Arnhem 
Regional Council on 8979 9444 
to discuss the inquiry and any 
ways that Council may be able 
to support you in making a 
submission.

IT'S TIME TO SHARE YOUR STORY ABOUT IT'S TIME TO SHARE YOUR STORY ABOUT 
HOW THE INTERVENTION HAS AFFECTED YOUHOW THE INTERVENTION HAS AFFECTED YOU
<< from Front Page
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JABIRU JUSTICE OF THE PEACE:
Mr Justin O'Brien JP - (08) 8979 2200
Mr Andrew Ralph JP - 08 8938 3000
Mr Ralph F. Blyth JP – 0487 053 375

Find a Justice of the Peace or for more information:  
https://nt.gov.au/law/processes/justice-of-the-peace-and-

commissioner-for-oaths/find-a-justice-of-the-peace

Tekiysha Nadji Franey and Ashanti Li Rotumah from Jabiru's 
Stars Academy represented Jabiru in the Northern Territory 
under 16s Rugby Union Team. 

They travelled to Canberra to play. 
Unfortunately, they didn’t win any games. 
They really appreciated the funding that came from local 

businesses to pay for the trip. 

REPRESENTING JABIRU IN RUGBY

The Stars and 
Clontarf Academies 
recently went on 
a combined trip to 
Melbourne to visit 
Caulfield Grammar 
School. 

The students 
found the facilities 
outstanding, made lots 
of new friends and met 
up with old buddies 
who had travelled to 
Jabiru in the Caulfield 
exhibition rotations.

VISIT TO CAULFIELD GRAMMARVISIT TO CAULFIELD GRAMMAR

Jabiru Stars and Clontarf Academy 
students visit Caulfield Grammar School in 
Melbourne.
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JABIRU PUBLIC LIBRARY

OPENING HOURS
Monday  CLOSED

Tuesday  10.30am - 5.30pm

Wednesday 10.30am - 4.30pm

Thursday  10.30am - 4.30pm

Friday  10.30am - 4.30pm

Saturday  9.30am - 12.30pm

Sunday  CLOSED

Public Holidays CLOSED

WHAT CAN I BORROW:
Books (Adult fiction, Young Adult 
and Junior fiction)
Kakadu Collection
Graphic novels
Non fiction and reference
Audio Books
DVDs
Music CDs
Audio books
Newspapers

FREE membership for Jabiru residents - FREE internet - 
Loan up to 20 books, 4 DVDs and CDs at a time - Access to a range 

of online research databases - FREE WIFI - FREE downloadable eBooks 
& eAudiobooks - Mothers Group Storytime - School Holiday Programs

Visitors welcome!

Phone: (08) 8979 9460

 

Tune in to 106.1

Maningrida  
Local Radio 

West Arnhem Regional 
Council (WARC) has opened 
nominations for the 2023 
Australia Day Citizen of 
the Year Awards across the 
West Arnhem region, and 
we need your help to give 
our community’s best the 
recognition they deserve.

We’re looking for someone 
who makes a difference in 
our communities including 
Jabiru, Gunbalanya, 
Maningrida, Warruwi 
and Minjilang - someone 
who contributes to our 
community and inspires 
those around them. They 
could be quiet achievers, 
community members or 
unknown heroes.

The ‘Citizen of the Year’ 
awards are community-led 
awards which acknowledge 
a number of community 
members who need a pat on 
the back - and more - for the 
incredible work that they do.

It is a pleasure for WARC 
to be able to facilitate 
these awards every year to 
celebrate and say thank you 
to the incredible people who 
help make the region a great 

place to live.
We are reaching out to 

organisations and local 
residents who can help us by 
identifying and nominating 
community members that are 
doing outstanding things. 

The Awards rely on 
members of the public to 
nominate, so we encourage 
you to consider putting 
someone forward in your 
networks for the 2023 
Awards.

Your nominee could be 
recognised in one of our 
three categories:

• Citizen of the Year
• Young Citizen of the Year 

(16 to 30 years)
• Community Event of the 

Year

Nominations forms are 
available at:

- The Council website
- Email wire@westarnhem.

nt.gov.au for a copy
- at WARC Council offices 
Nominations close 2 

December 2022.
For more information or to 

nominate, please call 8979  
9444.

CITIZEN OF THE YEAR AWARDS OPENCITIZEN OF THE YEAR AWARDS OPEN
Recently, West Arnhem 

Regional Council’s pool and 
sport and recreation staff 
in Maningrida welcomed 
Naomi from Royal Life Saving 
NT to Maningrida for some 
important training courses. 

Staff participated in their 
Bronze Medallion, Pool 
Lifeguard and First Aid/CPR 
courses at Maningrida Pool. 

They learnt how to safely 
deliver first aid, identify 
dangers and hazards, conduct 
water rescues, supervision and 
much more. 

Thanks for Naomi for her 
time in Maningrida teaching 
us these important skills!

LIFESAVING TRAINING COURSESLIFESAVING TRAINING COURSES
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NOMINATE FOR YOUR  

LOCAL AUTHORITY
WEST ARNHEM REGIONAL COUNCIL

Warruwi
Ward

Minjilang
Ward

Kakadu
Ward

Maningrida
Ward

Gunbalanya
Ward

BECOME A LOCAL AUTHORITY MEMBER TO HELP YOUR 
COMMUNITY!

The Local Authorities central function is to support local decision-making. 
Each Board receives an annual allocation of funding to be used towards 

projects of local importance. 

What does this mean for 
you and your community?

A strong Local Authority will 
make informed decisions on 
issues and get things done 
based on recommendations 
which come from within the 

local community.

WARC has Local Authorities in 
Gunbalanya, Warruwi, Minjilang 

and Maningrida. 

What is the commitment?

Local Authority members meet 
four times a year. 

More information?

Chat to the Council Service 
Manager in your community, or 
visit the local Council Office.

Dated: October 2021
   

   

   

  

   

   

   

    

   

   

   

 

JABIRU PUBLIC SWIMMING POOL

MOBILITY LIFT
Now accessible to all pool users!Now accessible to all pool users!

Located 56 Kinchela Road, Jabiru

Open to the public, including visitors

Regular & casual passes available

Open 7 days a week!

Mobility chair funded by Tourism NT

JABIRU COMMUNITY HALLOWEEN DISCO
It was a ‘Thriller Night’ in Jabiru with 

the annual Halloween Disco held on all 
hallows’ eve! 

Jabiru stakeholders collaborated to put 
on the annual Halloween disco for the 
young people in the community and 
there was a fantastic turn out at the Jabiru 
Hall. 

After school, Caulfield held their 
‘community games’ including arts and 
crafts, face painting and a water battle. 
It was then time to dress up and head to 
the disco! 

Amongst the guests were pumpkins 
and princesses, skeletons and sombreros 
with DJ Damo spinning 
all your spooky tracks 
so ghosts and ghouls 
galore could take to the 
dancefloor. 

West Arnhem Regional 
Council (WARC) would 
like to thank the WARC 
wellbeing team in Jabiru, 
Outdoor Education 
Group, Caulfield 
Grammar, Jabiru IGA, 
ALPA, Clontarf, Stars, 
Damo the fantastic DJ 
and other volunteers for 
coming together to make 
this community event 
possible.
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SPORT

Last week, West Arnhem Regional Council pool 
and sport and recreation teams in Maningrida ran 
a scary Halloween Humbug event! 

Kids met at the swimming pool, before dressing 
up in scary costumes and having their face 
painted. 

Armed with lolly bags, the kids paraded through 
the community ‘humbugging’ for lollies. 

West Arnhem Regional Council would like to 
thank Monica, Jarrah and Iona for their assistance 
with the face painting and lollies. Thanks also to 
the community members who provided treats for 
the kids.

ANNUAL HALLOWEEN HUMBUG IN MANINGRIDA


